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Dear National Shooting Council    
 
Thank you for your correspondence of 13 March 2021 to the Minister for Defence,  
the Hon Linda Reynolds CSC concerning Australia’s appearance-based firearms controls.        
Your correspondence has been referred to the Assistant Minister for Customs, Community 
Safety and Multicultural Affairs, the Hon Jason Wood MP, as the matter raised falls within 
his portfolio responsibilities.  The Minister appreciates the time you have taken to bring this 
matter to his attention and has asked that I reply on his behalf.   
 
In Australia, responsibility for firearm matters is shared between the Commonwealth and 
state and territory governments.  The Australian Government is responsible for matters 
relating to the import and export of firearms.  The importation of firearms is controlled 
under the Commonwealth Customs (Prohibited Imports) Regulations 1956  
(the Regulations).  State and territory governments have responsibility for all matters 
relating to licensing, possession and use of firearms.  
 
Australia’s firearms regulations are designed to maintain the safety of all Australians by 
ensuring that only those with a genuine need can access a firearm.  Strict controls on 
firearms which are substantially the same in appearance as fully automatic firearms are a 
key part of the National Firearms Agreement (NFA) which was implemented shortly 
following the Port Arthur Massacre in 1996.  The NFA was re-committed to by the 
Commonwealth and state and territory governments in 2017.  The NFA recognises that 
firearms which are substantially the same in appearance as fully automatic firearms have 
the potential to be used for criminal activities and may pose a risk to community safety.  
 
Under the Regulations, firearms which are subject to appearance-based controls require 
import permission from the Commonwealth through the Department of Home Affairs.  
Generally, permission will only be granted where there is a legitimate government 
requirement, such as for supply to the Australian Defence Force.   
 
Thank you for bringing your query to the Government’s attention. 
 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Claire Buxton 
Director 
Strategy and Law Enforcement 
30 March 2021 


