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1 April 2021 

 

Mr Neil Jenkins 

National Secretary 

National Shooting Council 

admin@nationalshootingcouncil.org.au  

 

Dear Mr Jenkins 

 

NATIONAL SHOOTING COUNCIL AND APPEARANCE LAWS 

 

I am writing in relation to correspondence you sent to Mark Shelton MP regarding jurisdictional 

firearm ‘appearance’ laws. 

 

Your enquiry has been passed on to me as the Commissioner of Police, as the Tasmanian 

Government is currently operating in caretaker mode due to the upcoming state election.  

 

The Tasmanian Firearms Act 1996 is the legislation that underpins the classification of firearms 

based on their appearance in Tasmania. It provides under Schedule 1(6) that a firearm which 

substantially duplicates in appearance a firearm capable of propelling projectiles in rapid 

succession during one pressure of the trigger, is a prohibited firearm. 

 

The policy to support this legislation in Tasmania is based on the assumption that such firearms 

could cause significant public concern, should they be in the community. 

 

The ‘appearance-based’ classification is reflected in another section of the legislation which deals 

with imitation firearms. These items may include imitations that are incapable of firing a projectile 

but would fall under the definition of a firearm under Tasmanian law.  
 

The Australian Government is committed to keeping Australia’s firearms laws among the 

strongest in the world. Whilst there is a commitment by the Commonwealth and jurisdictions to 

a national approach to the regulation of firearms, state and territory governments legislate 

separately and the management of firearms may vary in some respects between jurisdictions. 

 

It is recognised that there are certain differences between jurisdictions in relation to ‘appearance-

based assessments’.   Firearms policy will be a matter for the incoming government.   

 

I trust this assists you with your enquiry in relation to this matter. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 
 

D L Hine 

COMMISSIONER OF POLICE 

mailto:admin@nationalshootingcouncil.org.au

